
Create a Colorful Winter Garden!
Flowers will brighten up many a winter gray sky. You can have a colorful fall and winter if you plant them

now. Here's a few of our favorites to choose from.
English primroses (Primula polyantha)—you'll love choosing from vibrant blues, reds, yellows, and

lighter tones. These hardy large-leafed plants have clusters of blooms on sturdy stems, and are great for
borders and planted in clusters.

Fairy primroses (Primula malacoides)—Pale green leaves crowned with lacy, loose flower whorls.
Choose from white, lavender, and many shades of pink.

Pansies & violas—Who can resist a profusion of smiling faces from pansies and Johnny Jump
ups? Unique color combinations (bi-colors and tri-colors) abound, plus clear solid colors will cheer
you month after month.

Iceland poppies—These Arctic natives have striking crinkly-satin blooms on tall, stately stems.
You'll love the vibrant colors such as red, orange, and scarlet or pink, yellow, and white.

We also have stock, snapdragons, ornamental kale, cyclamen, and dianthus.

Fool Some Bulbs

The term "forcing" really means "fooling" the bulbs into thinking that they have hiber-
nated through a cold winter and it is time to wake up and bloom! Especially easy and

rewarding are paperwhite narcissus. Here's how: 
Select a shallow container that has NO drainage holes. Fill it 2/3 full with clean marbles,

stones, gravel, or even seashells. Place the bulbs in the container with pointed sides up.
It's OK to crowd them! Add more marbles, leaving the tip of the bulbs exposed. Add
water to the base of the bulb and maintain this level. Store in a cool place.

Roots will appear in a few days. When green shoots appear, move the container to
a sunny spot. It will only take a few weeks more before your indoor garden blooms!
These are great for decorating and make splendid holiday gifts. 

Fall Gardening Tips
11.. Brighten up your front door and patio areas with one of our gorgeous dec-
orative pots filled with blooming flowers. We have blooming bedding plants that are
perfect, and you can use our holiday plants too.
22.. Continue watering if nature doesn't provide soaking rains.
33.. Spray peaches and nectarines after they have dropped their leaves, to
prevent peach leaf curl next year. Ask us what to use for best results.
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FREE Christmas Drawing!
COME IN AND REGISTER for a Chance to Win One of the Ten

(count ‘em—TEN!)
$25.00 POWAY NURSERY GIFT CERTIFICATES!
Drawing to be held Saturday, December 20, 2008.
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Special Holiday perSimmon BreadSpecial Holiday perSimmon Bread
Persimmon’s genus name, Diospyros, means “food for the gods”.

yule logS
make great giftS!

Making a Yule Log is a heartwarming
family tradition. Why not make several

to give as gifts––you'll bring Christmas cheer
to all who receive them!

Select a log of suitable
size. For gifts, use logs
that can be easily
transported; for your own
fireplace, select one that
can be displayed on the
hearth during the days

before Christmas.
Cover the log with moss, attaching it with

Elmer's glue. Stroll through your garden,
looking for pine cones and attractive and/or
fragrant foliage that can be cut and glued on
the moss-covered log. Fir trees, junipers
(especially those with berries), boxwood,
lemon, eucalyptus, magnolia, and holly are
excellent choices. Herbs from your garden with
wonderful fragrance are rosemary, sage,
thyme, lavender, and bay leaves (you can also
add your favorite fragrant oil to the moss,
which intensifies the scent).

Complete your Yule log with paper santas or
snowflakes, and decorative bows. Celebrating
Yule means no work as long as the special log
burns. It does require gathering family, friends,
and neighbors for songs, stories, and feasting.

2 1/2 c. flour
1/2 tsp. salt
1/2 tsp. cinnamon
2 tsp. baking soda
2 c. sugar

1/4 tsp. cloves
1/4 tsp. allspice
1/2 c. vegetable oil
1 1/2 c. persimmon puree
1/2 c. raisins
1/2 c. chopped walnuts

Happy 100th Birthday!
Gardening must be good for
you! Ruth Bancroft, who daily

worked in her garden, just turned
100 and still gets around. Started in Walnut
Creek when she was in her 60s, the Ruth
Bancroft Garden is considered to be one
of the 20 best gardens in the world to visit.
She is already looking ahead to spring. “A
gardener always looks to the future.”

Test Your Mum Sense
How well do you know your chrysanthemums? Take our quiz and find out!

1. The _a_ were the first to cultivate chrysanthemums as a flowering
herb and believed they held the power of life.
2. A single-flowered chrysanthemum was adopted as the crest and
official seal for _b_ Emperors. For centuries only royal and noble
families were allowed to cultivate them. 
3. Karl Linnaeus, a _c_ botanist, combined the _d_ words chrysos
(meaning gold) with anthemon (meaning flower) to classify and identify mums.
4. White mums are used for funerals and grave sites in _e_; they are considered
"cheerful" in the _f_ and suitable for football games and housewarming presents. 
5. In 1961, mums were recognized as the official flower of the city of _g_ .

Cheat sheet:
France & Belgium

Chicago
Chinese

Swedish
Japanese

Greek
United States

Answers a Chinese, b Japanese, c Swedish, d Greek, e France & Belgium, f United States, g Chicago.

Thank you, our favorite customers!

We want to be the first to extend our

warmest Season'Season's  Greet ingss Greet ings
along with our joyful wishes for

Happy Gardening Happy Gardening iin 2009!

Sift together flour, salt, cinnamon, baking soda, sugar, cloves, and allspice
into a large mixing bowl. Stir in oil, persimmon puree (use the soft-ripe

variety), raisins, and walnuts. Pour into greased and floured large loaf pan or 2
small loaf pans. Bake at 350 degrees: approximately 45 min. for 2 small loaf
pans or 70 min. for one large loaf pan. Thank you Sally Herring for this recipe!

Warming Up a Garden Slope

We are continuing our discussion of microclimates from
last issue. South and west-facing slopes can be ideal

places to grow warmth-loving plants. Cold air drains down
unobstructed slopes, but backs up behind barriers like
houses and fences. Here are three things you can do to
warm up these cold spots.
�X Plant trees on the down slope. Those cold air molecules are more
tightly packed than warm air, making cold air heavier, which is why it pools in
low spots. But, trees soak up heat from the ground that would otherwise
escape into the atmosphere and they the warm the air as it passes by.
�Y Build a south or west-facing stone or concrete wall that absorbs
the sun's warmth during the day and releases it at night. Plants next to the
wall are kept warmer as long as cold air is not trapped behind it.
�Z Provide an escape route. Frost can occur at the base of walls, fences
and hedges where cold air is allowed to settle, especially if the barrier runs
across the slopes’ contour. An opening along the wall or hedge will allow the
cold air to escape downslope.


